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of small-business opportunity and entrepre-
neurship through every society, every part of
our society. And were doing just that in
America, and our country is better for it.

Listen, we’re a diverse nation, but there
are things that bind us, our love of freedom,
our belief in God, our understanding of the
importance of family, our desire to realize
dreams, the deep desire for people to live
in a free society. I'm proud of your heritage.
I'm proud of the ancestry. I'm proud to call
Latinos Americans, and I'm proud to be your
President.

God bless, and welcome to the White
House.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia;
Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi; Gov. Bob
Riley of Alabama; Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blan-
co of Louisiana; Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Hector
V. Barreto, Administrator, Small Business Admin-
istration; Luis Alberto Moreno Mejia, Colombia’s
Ambassador to the United States; Carlos Alberto
De Icaza, Mexico’s Ambassador to the United
States; Carlos Westendorp y Cabeza, Spain’s Am-
bassador to the United States; Nevada Attorney
General Brian Sandoval; entertainers Marcos
Witt, Joaquin Cortes, and Emilio Estefan; actor
Jimmy Smits; television personality Myrka
Dellanos; Elizabeth Vargas, reporter, and Alex
Wallau, president, ABC Television Network; pro-
fessional soccer players Eliseo Quintanilla, Marco
Etcheverry, and Amado Guevara; and Shawn
McCollough, principal, Gainesville Elementary
School. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Presidential Determination on Major
Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for FY05
September 15, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004—47

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Major Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for FY05

Pursuant to section 706(1) of the Foreign

Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-228) (FRAA), I hereby
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identify the following countries as major
drug-transit or major illicit drug producing
countries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Bo-
livia, Brazil, Burma, China, Colombia, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Ven-
ezuela, and Vietnam.

The Majors List applies by its terms to
“countries.” The United States Government
interprets the term broadly to include enti-
ties that exercise autonomy over actions or
omissions that could lead to a decision to
place them on the list and, subsequently, to
determine their eligibility for certification. A
country’s presence on the Majors List is not
necessarily an adverse reflection of its gov-
ernment’s counternarcotics efforts or level of
cooperation with the United States. Con-
sistent with the statutory definition of a major
drug-transit or drug-producing country set
forth in section 481(e)(5) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, as amended (FFAA), one
of the reasons that major drug-transit or illicit
drug producing countries are placed on the
list is the combination of geographical, com-
mercial, and economic factors that allow
drugs to transit or be produced despite the
concerned government’s most assiduous en-
forcement measures.

Pursuant to section 706(2)(A) of the
FRAA, T hereby designate Burma as a coun-
try that has failed demonstrably during the
previous 12 months to adhere to its obliga-
tions under international counternarcotics
agreements and take the measures set forth
in section 489(a)(1) of the FAA. Attached to
this report is a justification (statement of ex-
planation) for the determination on Burma,
as required by section 706(2)(B).

I have removed Thailand from the list of
major drug-transit or major illicit drug pro-
ducing countries. Thailand’s opium poppy
cultivation is well below the levels specified
in the FRAA; no heroin processing labora-
tories have been found in Thailand for sev-
eral years, and Thailand is no longer a signifi-
cant direct source of illicit narcotic or psy-
chotropic drugs or other controlled sub-
stances significantly affecting the United
States; nor is it a country through which such
drugs or substances are transported.
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In contrast to the Government of Haiti’s
dismal performance last year under the
Aristide regime, the new Interim Govern-
ment of Haiti (IGOH), headed by Prime
Minister Latortue, has taken substantive—if
limited—counternarcotics actions in the few
months it has been in office. Nevertheless,
we remain deeply concerned about the abil-
ity of Haitian law enforcement to reorganize
and restructure sufficiently to carry out sus-
tained counternarcotics efforts.

The decreased use of MDMA (Ecstasy)
among young people in the United States is
a hopeful sign, but we continue to place pri-
ority on stopping the threat of club drugs,
including MDMA, of which The Netherlands
continues to be the dominant source country.
The Government of The Netherlands is an
enthusiastic and capable partner, and we
commend its efforts. We continue to be con-
cerned, however, by obstacles to mutual legal
assistance and extradition from The Nether-
lands. There is a need to work more delib-
erately to disrupt the criminal organizations
responsible for the production and trafficking
of synthetic drugs. Specifically, we urge en-
hanced use of financial investigation, includ-
ing full exploitation of anti-money laundering
statutes and financial investigators to identify
and dismantle trafficking organizations, and
to seize and forfeit the assets acquired from
the drug trade.

While the vast majority of illicit drugs en-
tering the United States continue to come
from South America and Mexico, we remain
concerned about the substantial flow of illicit
drugs from Canada. I commend Canada for
its successful efforts to curb the diversion of
precursor chemicals used in methamphet-
amine production. We are now working in-
tensively with Canadian authorities to ad-
dress the increase in the smuggling of Cana-
dian-produced marijuana into the United
States; however we are concerned the lack
of significant judicial sanctions against mari-
juana producers is resulting in greater in-
volvement in the burgeoning marijuana in-
dustry by organized criminal groups. Canada
has expressed concern to us about the flow
of cocaine and other illicit substances
through the United States into Canada.
United States and Canadian law enforcement
personnel have collaborated on a number of
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investigations that have led to the disman-
tling of several criminal organizations. The
two governments will continue to work close-
ly in the year ahead to confront these shared
threats.

Nigeria put measures in place to increase
the effectiveness of the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency, and also arrested a
trafficker wanted by the United States, which
met the agreed-upon interdiction targets.
However, Nigeria must take significant and
decisive action to investigate and prosecute
political corruption, which continues to un-
dermine the transparency of its government.
President Obasanjo took steps to address cor-
ruption at the G-8 meetings in Sea Island,
Georgia, by entering into a Compact to Pro-
mote Transparency and Combat Corruption.
Positive transparent measures will in turn
benefit Nigeria’s anti-narcotics efforts, the
rule of law, and all democratic institutions.

Despite good faith efforts on the part of
the central Afghanistan government, we are
concerned about increased opium crop pro-
duction in the provinces.

We are deeply concerned about heroin
and methamphetamine linked to North
Korea being trafficked to East Asian coun-
tries. We consider it highly likely that state
agents and enterprises in North Korea are
involved in the narcotics trade. While we
know that some opium poppy is cultivated
in North Korea, reliable information con-
firming the extent of opium production is
currently lacking. There are also clear indica-
tions that North Koreans traffic in, and prob-
ably manufacture, methamphetamine. In re-
cent years, authorities in the region have rou-
tinely seized shipments of methamphetamine
and/or heroin that had been transferred to
traffickers’ ships from North Korean vessels.
The April 2003 seizure of 125 kilograms of
heroin smuggled to Australia aboard the
North Korean-owned vessel “Pong Su” is the
latest and largest seizure of heroin pointing
to North Korean complicity in the drug
trade. Although there is no evidence that nar-
cotics originating in or transiting North
Korea reach the United States, we are work-
ing closely with our partners in the region
to stop North Korean involvement in illicit
narcotics production and trafficking.
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We appreciate the efforts of China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, and others in the region to
stop the diversion of pseudoephedrine and
ephedrine used to manufacture meth-
amphetamine. However, considering the
growing methamphetamine problem in
North America and Asia, additional collabo-
rative efforts to control these precursor
chemicals are necessary.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this report under section 706 of the
FRAA, transmit it to the Congress, and pub-
lish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 16.

Remarks in St. Cloud, Minnesota
September 16, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you
all for coming. I'm honored to be here in
St. Cloud. T understand I am the first sitting
President—[applause]—I am glad 1 came,
and the other Presidents missed a lot. Thanks
for coming out today. It’s such an honor to
be here. I really want to thank you for being
here. A little early in the morning, I know.
[Laughter] It seems like I provided a pretty
good excuse for some kids to miss school.
Don’t make a habit of it. [Laughter]

I'll tell you what I'm doing. We're taking
a bus trip across your beautiful State. I'm
asking for the vote. That's what I'm doing
today. I'm here to tell you in St. Cloud, I
want your vote. And I'm asking for your help.
I know we've got a lot of people working hard
here to register voters. Keep doing it. See,
we have a duty in this country to participate
in the elections, is what I believe we have.
And I'm asking you to find people and reg-
ister them to vote. And when you're reg-
istering people to vote, don’t overlook dis-
cerning Democrats, people like Zell Miller.
And then when you get people registered to
vote, head them to the polls. And when you
get them headed to the polls, tell them, if
they want a safer America, a stronger Amer-
ica, a better America, to put me and Dick
Cheney back in office.
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So I told Laura I was going to St. Cloud.
She said, “Tell everybody hi.” I wish she
were here. I know—I love Laura too.
[Laughter] She is a great mother, a wonder-
ful wife. You know, when I married her, or
asked her to marry me, she was a public
school librarian in Texas. She said, “Fine, I'll
marry you. Just, I don’t want to give any polit-
ical speeches.” I said, “Okay, you won't have
to give any speeches.” Fortunately, she didn’t
hold me to that promise. [Laughter] She is
a great speaker, because she is a compas-
sionate, decent soul. I'm going to give you
some reasons to put me back in today, but
perhaps the most important one of all is so
that Laura is First Lady for 4 more years.

I'm proud of my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. Admittedly, he doesn’t have the waviest
hair in the race. [Laughter] I didn’t pick him
because of his hair. I picked him because
he’s a man of great experience, sound judg-
ment, and he’s a man who can get the job
done.

I appreciate working with Mark Kennedy.
He’s a fine Member of the United States
Congress. He’s a good fellow. Every time I
see him, he says, “Don’t forget those Min-
nesota farmers.” As you can tell by some ag
prices, we haven’t.

I appreciate your Governor, Tim Pawlenty.
He’s a fine man, too. I'm honored. Norman
Coleman is not with us, but I tell you, he’s
a good one for the United States Senate. I'm
proud to work with him. I want to thank all
the other State and local officials who are
here. I want to thank John Stone. I appre-
ciate his—country music songs he sings. I'm
honored that he has joined us today.

I want to thank my friend Lieutenant
Colonel Joe Repya. He runs the veterans pro-
gram for this campaign. First of all, I want
to thank all the veterans who are here. I ap-
preciate your strong support. And I want to
thank my friend Joe for his leadership. He’s
scheduled to deploy to Iraq soon, and of
course, Joe, you'll be in our prayers, and we
appreciate your service.

I know Coach John is with us today, the
great coach from St. John’s University. We
had him to the White House a while ago,
and it was such an honor to receive such a
class act. He is a wonderful man. He’s got
a great family. He lifts everybody’s spirits,



